Hermiston School District 8R

Code: JEBA-AR
Revised/Reviewed: 5/23/11; 7/24/17
Orig. Code(s): JEBA-AR

Age of Entrance
Kindergarten
Board policy JEBA – Early Entrance indicates students may be enrolled in kindergarten if they are five
years old on or before September 1. Exemptions for early entry to kindergarten will be made based on an
analysis by a qualified professional of the student’s intellectual functioning.
To be in compliance with the policy, the district will accept, at the parents’ expense, district determined
certain nationally standardized instruments administered and interpreted by a psychologist specially trained
to understand and evaluate student growth and development. Testing needs to occur between June 1 and
August 1 in order to ensure that the test report is received by the district prior to the deadline of 4:00 p.m.
the second Friday in August.
Testing may be performed by a psychologist of the parent’s choice, or from a list of qualified outside
providers that the district has previously used. The psychologist will charge a fee for testing. If an
interpreter is needed, the district can make arrangements for that service at the parents’ expense.
In order to qualify for early entry, the student:
1.

Must be five years old as of midnight on October 1 to apply for the evaluation procedure and
consideration for early kindergarten enrollment;

2.

Must achieve a score on the intellectual functioning measure which places the student at or above the
95th percentile;

3.

Demonstrates acceptable social/emotional skills.

The examiner will provide all the testing data, as well as any observation data, to the parents, and with
written consent, to the district. District personnel will make the final decision on early kindergarten
entrance based on the available data.
A student who is granted early entry into kindergarten as a result of this process will have her/his progress
monitored within the first nine weeks. Continuation or discontinuation in the kindergarten program will
depend upon the progress the student has made during that time. Data presented to the principal will
include information from the student’s teacher. The decision relative to continuation or discontinuation
will be the responsibility of the principal. The principal’s decision will be final with no appeal.

Age of Entrance - JEBA-AR
1-2

First Grade
If a request is made to enroll a student in first grade who does not meet the requirements identified in
Board policy JEBA – Early Entrance, the student will be assigned to kindergarten. An assessment of the
student’s progress will be made no later than the end of the first grading period. Based on the data
available and after a conference with the parents/guardians to discuss the data, the principal will determine
whether to maintain the student in kindergarten or accelerate him/her to the first grade. The decision of the
principal is final. Provisions of Board policy IKE - Promotion and Retention of Students regarding
acceleration will be followed. If a student is six years old but comes without a successful kindergarten
experience, the principal will confer with a parent or guardian to determine whether the student should be
assigned to first grade or assigned to kindergarten for assessment. If assigned to kindergarten, an
assessment will be completed no later than the end of the first grading period. Based on the assessment,
the principal will confer with the parent guardian before making a decision concerning acceleration to first
grade. The decision of the principal is final.
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