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Community College

Public Participation in Board Meetings

Public participation in Board meetings will be governed by the following:

1.

Discussion or presentation concerning a published agenda item is limited to its designated place on
the agenda, unless otherwise authorized by the Board chair;

The order of business of any official meeting will include an opportunity for the public to address the
Board on any item of business which is included in the agenda. The Board, however, does not
obligate itself to act upon any request or proposal;

A visitor speaking during the meeting may introduce a topic not on the published agenda. The
Board, at its discretion, may require that a proposal, inquiry or request be submitted in writing, and
reserves the right to refer the matter to the administration for action or study;

Any person who is invited by the Board chair to speak to the Board during a meeting should state
his/her name and address and, if speaking for an organization, the name and identity of the
organization. A spokesperson should be designated to represent a group with a common purpose;

Statements by members of the public should be brief and concise. The Board chair may use
discretion to establish a time limit on discussion or oral presentation by visitors;

Questions asked by the public, when possible, will be answered immediately by the Board chair or
referred to staff members for reply. Questions requiring investigation may, at the discretion of the
Board chair, be referred to the President for response at a later time;

At the discretion of the Board chair, anyone wishing to speak before the Board, either as an
individual or as a member of a group, on any agenda item or other topic, may do so by providing the
Board secretary with a completed registration card prior to the Board meeting in order to allow the
Board chair to provide adequate time for each agenda item.
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